
  
AES PTO Regular Meeting | AES Teacher's Lounge 

Thursday, April 25, 2019 | Called to order at 7:02 pm  

IN ATTENDANCE 

Melissa Kulyk, Nicole James, Anissa Willis, Christen Miller, Ashley Brody, Keith Korin, Emily Smith, Judy Tremba, 
Lanie Sano, Natalie Whitehead, Kathleen Tardugno, Monique Howe-Freeman, Catherine Simons, Amie Spencer, 
Kim Edwards, Maria Eisert, Lindsay Marquiss 

OFFICERS’ REPORTS 

President’s Welcome & Announcements, Anissa & Geoff Willis: 

• Anissa said that we have this meeting and May is our final meeting for the school year. 

• There is a lot going on--teacher appreciation is next week and SOLs are soon. 

• Anissa made the following statement:  "As a group I would like to talk and address us as an 
organization. The PTO is here to help the staff here at AES as well as the students.  We (Anissa 
and Geoff) signed up to make elementary years special and memorable.  I think for most part 
we're all doing the same thing, giving back to school, students, and thank you to teachers.  
There's a lot of change that's going to be happening, there will be new leads and execs.  It's 
important that we all know our voices are important and want to be heard.  If you come to a 
meeting and feel your voice isn't heard it's important that we address that, come to me, Mrs. 
Walthour, or Mrs. Simons.  It's important that we act as an organization, don't break off into 
different factions and do our own thing.  Thank you for giving so much, I know how much goes 
into this, it's important that we say thank you for being a volunteer." 

Approval of Minutes, Melissa Kulyk: 

• Melissa moved for the Minutes from the March 21, 2019 meeting to be approved.  Keith seconded 
and the motion passed with unanimous consent. 

• Anissa added that she would like one line adjusted from the February Minutes.  She would like to 
remove the phrase, "we don't have quotes to share with the group."  Anissa made a motion to 
adjust the Minutes to reflect that.  Melissa seconded and the motion passed with unanimous 
consent. 

Treasurer’s Report, Kim Edwards: 

• Kim requested that everyone reference the small side of the budget handout for the following 
changes: 

▪ We made about $271 on Bingo. 

▪ Movie Night had a $198 profit--the cost of the pizza is removed. 

▪ Spirit Wear brought in $833. 

▪ Spring Raffle brought in about $1,419.  This is a bit low but it's nice that the teachers 
do it. 

▪ Casino Night is $1,991 but there was some profit last month so total it's $2,811 in profit 
for the 5th Grade fundraiser. 
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▪ 5th Grade promo fundraising is $681.  This is from the sale of wigs, The Zone check, 
and donations.  The winner of the 50-50 raffle donated their winnings. 

▪ We paid teacher allotments for Franklin and Mihalik.  Mrs. Walthour used the Principal's 
Fund to purchase supplies for Ginalick. 

▪ Fundraising expense of $3,122 is the books for K-2. 

▪ Kim mentioned that she hasn't seen the check from After School Activities.  Anissa 
mentioned it is a direct deposit into the account. 

▪ We are way behind on Box Tops.  Next year Alicia and Judy are taking over.  We are a 
bit behind on Sprit Nights but should be fine for the year. 

▪ Kim said that we have 119 families that have joined the PTO.  She asked how many 
families we have at AES -- Mrs. Simons doesn't know the number but will find out.  
Lanie suggested that perhaps we could have an incentive for joining.  Kim mentioned 
that some people don't know what it involves and think that you have to volunteer a 
lot. 

▪ Cultural Arts has about $1,000 to pay for the author visit.  They are still $2,000 under 
budget. 

▪ Spirit Wear expense will go over but we're selling them. 

Principal’s Report, Mrs. Walthour:* 

• Mrs. Simons shared thanks from her and Mrs. Walthour to the PTO Board for all that they do. 
• Testing season will begin for grades 3-5 the first full week of May.  3rd grade takes two tests, 4th 

and 5th take three tests. 
• The 5th grade field trip is rescheduled to May 22nd because of the chance of lightning for 

tomorrow. 
• The cafeteria manager, Darlene Taylor, is retiring at the end of the year. 
• Summer School is July 8-26.  AES is the Summer School site. 
• Back to School Night is August 20th.  Open House is August 21st.  First Day of School is August 

22nd. 
• Field Day is June 4th.  K-2 in the morning and 3-5 in the afternoon.  
• Final day of school is June 7th. 
• Mrs. Simons and Mrs. Walthour asked about the winners for the raffle.  Anissa said that she 

emailed the information today. 

Teachers’ Report, Open: 

• Monique Howe-Freeman passed along information that the PE department needs volunteers for 
Field Day. 

• Ms. Howe-Freeman mentioned that the students loved the chicks and we're getting ready for 
frogs. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

President’s Committees: 
President’s Report - Anissa & Geoff Willis 

o Nothing to report 
End of Year Social - Christen Miller & Lindsay Marquiss 

o Christen reported that the End of Year Social will be on May 30th and will be great. 
Family Fun Fitness Night/Day - Kara Walter & Kristin Barker 

o Nothing to report 
Fifth Grade Promotion - OPEN 

o Anissa reported that Casino Night was lots of fun. 
o Over Spring Break they started the 5th grade project.  The project is painting inspirational 

quotes in the bathroom. 
o Judy asked if the 4th grade is doing something for the 5th grade.  Anissa said that last year 

they realized that it's difficult to fund for someone else's event, so the 5th grade is doing 
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their own fundraising but will ask for volunteers for the event. 
Grade Level T-Shirts – Missy Coy* 

o Nothing to report 
Hospitality - Maria Eisert 

o Maria said that Teacher Appreciation Week is all organized and the sign-up genius is taken 
care of. 

o Ashburn Family Chiropractic might have a 4-hour time frame doing massage.  Keith 
reminded her that we've had a chiropractor being a sponsor for three years so maybe they 
are an option. 

o On Wednesday there is a catered lunch from The Wine-ing Butcher, Thursday is a coffee 
cart, and Friday is a salad bar. 

o Maria would love to have more help next year. 
Landscaping – Open* 

o Nothing to report 
Nominating Committee - Ashley Brody, Walter Kim, Kara Walter 

o Ashley reported that we are in pretty good shape for most of our positions but we still need 
to fill After School Enrichment Program, Spirit Night, Landscaping, Watch Dogs and 
Webmaster. 

o Anissa said that ASEP has been pushing off the ASEP planning meeting for next year so that 
the representative for next year can join in it. 

o Kim asked if information is posted on Facebook.  Ashley mentioned that she is sending Mrs. 
Walthour a blurb for her weekly email mentioning the key positions. 

o Amie asked if the list of vacancies is sent out to the whole school or just the PTO.  She 
mentioned that she's not on a committee so she feels clueless and feels that a lot of people 
feel the same way.  She's sure there are a lot of parents that want to do something but 
aren't on a list to get this information.  Ashley said that the email initially went to those in 
current positions and the only way to send it to the entire school is for Mrs. Walthour to 
send it. 

o Ashley mentioned that she might try sending a paper with the open positions in the 
Thursday folder.  Kim suggested a generic, "hey, does anyone want to help but not know 
where? email me."  We might look to put a sandwich board up front and Keith suggested 
handing out a flier when parents drop off their kids. 

Volunteers - Mia Bennett* 
o Lanie reported that we have a lot of volunteers for Teacher Appreciation Week.  For door 

decorating Ms. Graf is the only one not signed up for.  Lanie doesn't know anyone in the 
class to check with. 

Webmaster - Dan Pepin* 
o Nothing to report 

VP Academics’ Committees: 
VP Academic’s Report - Nicole James 

o Nicole reported that no funding requests came in. 
o Nicole spoke with Candy about teacher allotments because ours are lower than the other 

schools around.  They would like to add $50 to each teacher allotment.  Kim said she is all 
for giving money to the teachers. 

o Ashley asked if there is any new information about the playground shade.  Anissa said we're 
waiting to hear about when our school is getting updated. 

o Nicole said that if we add $50 to each teacher and resource, guidance, etc. it would bring 
us to a $2,500 increase for the 2019/2020 school year.  Ashley questioned if we do it now or 
over the summer.  Nicole mentioned that we had the numbers last year before the 
Executive Meeting.  Kim said we'll put in our heads and do it at the budget meeting. 

o Ashley made the following motion: "I move to ensure that during the Executive Budget 
planning session over the Summer the teacher allotments will all increase by $50/head."  
Nicole seconded and the motion passed with unanimous consent. 

o Amie wants to know where we spend our money such as the profits we make from 
fundraising.  Kim shared that she learned a lot about this over the past Summer.  The PTO 
pays for so much around the school such as: the paper, assemblies, author visits, DARE t-
shirts, Scholastic, books for the grades, and so much more.  Kim added that we need to 
bring in $14,400/year just to break even.  The fun run this year brought in about $23,000 so 
that leaves us with about $9,000.  We spent about $6,000 on books for K-2.  So the money 
is being spent. 

o Amie asked if the goal is to break even.  Kim said that if we're saving up, like some schools 
save for a new playground, you might want to save money each year.  As we currently 
stand, we're not that far off from breaking even. 
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o Kim mentioned that we had a surplus last year and Anissa added that the goal isn't 
necessarily to have a surplus.  Keith said that two years ago we full $4,000 short on a 
$10,000 goal fundraiser. 

After School Program Coordinator - Jennifer Payne* 
o Anissa reported that we still don't have anyone to lead for next year. 

Cultural Arts - Ashley Brody 
o Ashley reported that the kids loved crime scene science is on April 2nd.   
o She is getting emails about booking events for next year and early bird discounts. 
o Ashley is going to pull up a program plan and go over it with Mrs. Walthour over the 

summer.  She knows that many people have requested doing the bike event again. 
LEAP - Jaime Palay* 

o Nothing to report 
MSAAC - Mia Bennett* 

o Nothing to report 
Odyssey of the Mind - Ashley Brody 

o Nothing to report 
SEAC - Jackie Prendergast* 

o Nothing to report 
Scholarship - Cindy Korin* 

o Keith reported that nine people applied, we usually have between 5-7.  Winner is Connor 
Polston. 

School Supplies - Melissa Kulyk & Nicole James 
o Nicole reported that the link is on the website and the paper forms will be in an upcoming 

Thursday folder. 
o Ashley said she didn't include the sale dates in the newsletter.  With regards to the 

newsletter, Judy wants to know if it's possible to get it sent home or have a link on the 
website or in an email separate from Mrs. Walthour's weekly emails. 

Watch Dogs - Jonathan Culp & Walter Kim* 
o Nothing to report 

VP Fundraising’s Committees: 
VP Fundraising’s Report – Keith Korin 

o Nothing to report 
Box Tops - Mia Bennett & Alicia Danny* 

o Lanie heard that Box Tops are all going online next year.  Judy mentioned that there are 
competitions that we can do to try to improve participation. 

Bingo Night – Keith Korin 
o Anissa reported that it was super cute and everyone had a lot of fun. 

Fall/Spring Fundraiser – Keith Korin & Anissa Willis 
o Nothing to report 

Grocery Fundraiser - Gina Thompson* 
o Keith reported that Giant finished around $3,100 for the year. 
o Not discussing HT because it's pretty much the same it's been for three months. 

Movie Night - Emily Smith 
o We showed Small Foot. 

Skate Night - Suzanne Pavlus* 
o Nothing to report 

Spirit Nights- Anissa Willis 
o Chik-Fil-A is May 7th.  It's the final one of the school year. 

Spirit Wear - Lanie Sano 
o Lanie said two sizes of the pj pants sold out.  We should have smalls in by orientation.  

Teachers haven't started buying yet. 
o Lani is going to work on a catalog.  Keith asked what the initial buy was, Lanie said it was 

48 and they just ordered 76 more because they already sold 16.  Smallest size they come in 
is a small. 

o The socks colors are nicer in person, we have slowly started to sell them.  They are $12/
pair and come in small, medium, and large.  Anissa will get them loaded on the webpage. 

o Anissa said we need to talk about a situation that happened, there have been socks that 
were sold ahead of these being available and a couple of parents have reached out and 
they thought that they were sold by the PTO.  Anissa said she has an email from a parent 
who would like their money back.  Melissa said that we will refund the money.  Kim said 
she was sad when she found out and doesn't understand why Nicole and Melissa couldn't 
just do it for themselves. 

o Nicole said that we bought them as a group and split the cost, it was a small group of 
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friends and we didn't make a profit. 
o Anissa said that because we are members of the PTO it is by default an action of the PTO.  

Nicole mentioned that she shared information about the socks with Anissa months ago and 
has tried to be on spirit wear for year.  Nicole also shared the information with Lanie 
before the school order occurred. 

Spring Raffle – Keith Korin 
o Anissa said that the raffle was a great success--the kids had a lot of fun and the teachers 

submitted creative prizes. 
Sweetheart Dance – Anissa Willis 

o Nothing to report 
TerraCycle – Melissa Kulyk & Nicole James 

o Nothing to report 

Secretaries’ Committees: 
Secretary Recording’s Report – Melissa Kulyk 

o Nothing to report  
Communications Report – Ashley Brody 

o Ashley reported that the newsletter is already out.  She will send a message to Candy and 
Kerri to ask about putting it on the website. 

Membership - Mihaela Antonescu* 
o Nothing to report 

Treasurer’s Committees: 
Treasurer’s Report -Kim Edwards 

o Nothing to report 
Audit Team – OPEN 

o Nothing to report  

OLD BUSINESS: 
o There was no old business to discuss. 

NEW BUSINESS: 
o Anissa asked if there is any new business. 
o Ashley said that we might not do it for the playground this year, but a good family 

friend of hers does playground shades and we can get quotes/estimates to possibly save 
for. 

o Keith asked when the list of nominees is going out.  Ashley said it has to go out a week 
before the May meeting.  Our last meeting is May 16th so the Executive Positions have 
to be announced by May 9th.  Ashley added that if anyone know anyone interested in 
an Executive role they should let Ashley know by May 4th so that she can get it to 
Anissa before the 9th. 

Adjournment –  
o Anissa moved to adjourn. 
o The motion was seconded by Nicole James and passed with unanimous consent. 

Meeting Adjourned: 8:25 pm
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